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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 7: The phrase "to task assistant" is unclear and appears as though it may be 
missing words. 

: The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-21 and 32-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Borghesi et al (U.S. Patent 5,950,169). 

Claim 1: Borghesi (FIG. 2) a computer system that is controlled by a computer 
programming for handling tasks related to auto insurance claims (col. 4, lines 19-35). 

The data component of the programming is the programming which controls the 
communications server (36), which is capable of sending or retrieving data amongst different 
offices. 

The client component of the programming is demonstrated by the user interface screens 
of FIGS. 6-15. These user interface screens permit the processing of auto insurance claims. 
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Within the client component exists an adapter component in the form of a mailbox 
system (86-92) which allow a user to transmit and receive work files. FIGS. 6-15 pertain to one 
such work file. 

Within the client component are business components, which are the data entry boxes 
shown in each of FIGS. 6-15. 

A controller component is illustrated by FIG. 14. The controller acts as a log to both 
generate records of events and record events generated by the user. Completed logs are then sent 
back to the file repository, which is the storage system (col. 8, lines 10-13). 

As seen in FIG. 14, the portion of the client component in FIG. 14, the log allows a user 
to define tasks' (for example "accepted bid") and rules (for example, "events sorted by 
date/time") while the program that operates the interface is running. The tasks are those carried 
out by an employee. The tasks may be selected based on predetermined events, such as the pre- 
determined events shown in box 352. Within FIG. 14, predetermined events are received and 
specifically selected by a user, at which point they are placed in an event log. The event log may 
then be output to the outbox and stored in a data repository. 

Claim 2: The event log in FIG. 14 indicates completed tasks. For example, the task of 
"First Customer contact" was completed on 10/10/95. 

Claim 3: The pre-determined events are listed in an event queue (352), They can be 
selected by a user and received into the event log. 

Claim 4: The event queue (352) is populated with events. These events are from the data 
component by reason that they reside in files that can be transmitted from or to the data 
component. 
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Claim 5: The event queue is populated with events (352). The events are from the client 
component by reason that they are accessible in a user interface (FIG. 14) which is part of the 
collection of interfaces that make up the client component. 

Claim 6: The goals of the programming are insurance related (col. 4, lines 19-35 and col. 
15, lines 34-37). 

Claim 7: The report generating function (object 5 in FIG. 14 is readable as a task 
assistant. 

Claim 8: See remarks for claim 1. The dirty flag processing is further taught by 
Borghesi. By applicant's definition in the specification, dirty flag processing refers to flags that 
are set to true when a user changes some of the entered data. One example of this is shown in 
FIG. 24, blocks 551-552. If data has been changed to indicate that parts are available, the 
decision is flagged as being true (yes), and the processing continues from the true (yes) decision. 
Another example exists at step (258), which is a trigger readable as a flag that is activated when 
the data has changed. 

Claim 9: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 10: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 11: See remarks for claim 4. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 13: See remarks for claim 6. 

Claim 14: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 15: See remarks for claim 1. 

Claim 16: See remarks for claim 2. 
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Claim 17: See remarks fro claim 3. 
Claim 18: See remarks for claim 4. 
Claim 19: See remarks for claim 5. 
Claim 20: See remarks for claim 6. 
Claim 21: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 32: The data component (server 36 in FIG. 2) communicates with a data 
repository (26 in FIG. 2) that stores all the data from the workfiles. Alternatively, the data 
repository (26 in FIG. 2) can itself be viewed as the data component. 

Claim 33: The pre-determined events are listed in the box (352) of FIG. 14. These are 
types of completed tasks. 

Claim 34: See remarks for claim 32. 

Claim 35: See remarks for claim 33. 

Claim 36: See remarks fro claim 32. 

Claim 37: See remarks for claim 33. 
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